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The Windows Vista Product Guide provides a comprehensive overview of
the innovative features and functions that make Windows Vista the next
generation Microsoft Windows client operating system and successor to
Microsoft Windows XP. This guide also providesnformation about the
benefits Windows Vista offers diverse users, as well as information about
the different editions (SKUs, or stockkeeping units) available.
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Section 1: Introduction to Windows Vista

Windows Vista brings clarity to your world so you can focus
on what matters most to you

Today's digital world is both exciting and at times overwhelming. Although the tools for
managing digital information have grown in capability and richness, they stillrequire you
to invest a significant amount of time learning how to use them. And the exciting
possibilities technology brings to life are sometimes overshadowed by the frustrations.For
example, you need to manually organize your information into folders and use naming
conventions that the PC understands.Windows Vista is different. It puts you at the center
and adaptsto your needs, rather than the other way around. Plus a lineup of products
designed with the distinct needs of key audiences in mindi general users small
businessesand medium and large organizationsii ensures that there is a product that
meets the needs of you or your organization.

For general users,Windows Vista makes it easier, safeland more entertaining to use your
PC virtually anytime and anywhere. It lets you get things done and get on with life by
making it easier and faster than ever to find, use, manageand share information on a PC
or on the Web. The security and health of yair PC is automated with featuressuch as
Windows Defender that protect you against pop-ups, slow performance and security
threads caused by spyware or other unwanted software. Windows Media Center expands
your ability to enjoy and share your television, photos, musi¢ and gamesi in your living
room or around your housefi all with the click of a remote control. And you can take it all

withyouil y o u 6 r e erfjoy yoer entecainment and connect and share information
with friends or family on the go.

For businesses, Windows Vista helps ensure that
reliable, and low-cost to deploy and manage. ltdéds built from the grounc
security and the new security features further protect information -based businesses from

unauthorized, accidental, and intentional misuse of intellectual property. This reduces the

time and expense associated with enforcingpolicies and recovering from violations.

Windows Vista also helsy o ur o r g a nficieney tyi lettingdysur usdrs find,

organize, and share information effectively and connect to people, information, and

devices virtually anytime, anywhere.
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Section 2: WindowsVista Editions

2.01 WIndows Vista EItIONS ........coooiiiiii e 7..
CONSUMER SKUs
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Windows Vista Product Guide



2.01 Windows Vista Editions 7

2.01 Windows Vista Editions

Because different kinds of computer users need different features in their operating
system, Microsoft offers multiple editions of Windows Vista, each oriented to the needs of
specific typesof customers.

With Windows XP, Microsoft offered six editions: Home Edition, Media Center Edition,
Professional Tablet PC Edition, Professional x64 Edition and, in selected emerging markets,
Starter Edition. Windows XP Home Edition and Windows XRProfessionaltargeted the

needs of specific types of customers, while the other editions aligred with specific PC
hardware configurations.

The different Windows Vistaeditions are optimized around key audiencesfi consumers,
small businesses, and medium and large organization8 and usage scenarios within each
of these segments. The main goal of the Windows Vista lineup is to more closely align the
product offerings with customer demand, rather than forcing customers to make tradeoffs
between functionality and form factors. Now, for each major customer segmenfi
consumer, small business, and medium and large business Microsoft offers at least one
entry-level edition and a premium edition.

For consumers in developed markets, Home Basic is the entrjevel edition and Home
Premium is the more fully-featured, mainstream edition.

Windows Vista Business is the mainstream SKU for businesses of all sizes. Windows Vista
Enterprise is the premium business SKU, focusing on the needs of organizations with
global, highly complex IT infrastructures. Windows Vista Enterprise is available only to
organizations with desktops covered by Software Assurance agreements or with a
Microsoft Enterprise Agreement that includes the Windows desktop component.

For the most demanding consumer and small business userstho want to take advantage

of every available feature in Windows Vista, Microsoft offers Windows Vista Ultimate,

which includes all operating system featuresavailable across all customer segments. While

Windows Vista Ultimate is a valuable offering for awide variety of customers, the most
significant customer fathedersomwhe wantstohatea singld u a | user
PCfor both work and personal activities including digital entertainment. Small business

users might also choose it for the advanceddata protection capabilities of Windows

BitLocker Drive Encryption.

A goal of the Windows Vista SKU strategy is to make key technologies more broadly
available. For example, Windows Media Center, a separate product edition of Windows XP,
is now included as functionality in the Home Premium and Ultimate editions of Windows
Vista. And Tablet PC, also a separate Windows XP edition, is now included as a capability
in the Windows Vista Home Premium, Business, Enterprise, and Ultimate edition©ne

more example is 64-bit computing i with Windows Vista you no longer need to choose
between 32-bit and 64-bit versions. Both versions are available with every product edition
except Starter.
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2.01 Windows Vista Editions 8

The following are summaries of each SKU.

CONSUMER SKUs

£ Windows Vista

Home Basic

Windows VistaHome Basid A world above and beyond Windows XP.

Highlights include:

f

f
f
f
f

Instant Search
Windows Photo Gallery
Windows Easy Transfer
Internet Explorer 7

Windows Defender

Windows Vista Home Basic is the safer and easier Windows operating system for your basic
home computing need$ from viewing photos to writing email and browsing the Internet.
Compared to Windows XP, it is easier to set up and maintain, enables you to quickly find almost
everything on your PC and the Internet, and provides more safety and sedhdtyany

previous version of Windows. And like all editions of Windows Vista, it is compatible with the
widest range of software, devices, and services that you use and trust.
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EV/J Windows Vista
Home Premium

Windows Vista Home Premiunti easier, safer, and the best in entertainmenfi at home
and on the go.

It includes all features available in Windows Vista Home Basic, plus:
1 Windows Media Center
Windows Aero user experience

Windows DVD Maker

1

Al

1 Scheduled and Network Backup
1 Next Generation Gaming support
l

Tablet (Pen) and Touch support

WindowsVista Home Premium is the preferred edition of Windows Vista for home desktop and
mobile PCs. Youdll see the di-tofuseseanhcaad wi t h
organization tools, and a safer online experience. The boilVindows Media Centesind new
mobility features give you more ways to enjoy your favorite digital entertainment at home or on
the go. And like all editions of Windows Vista, it is compatible with the widest range of software,
devices, and services that you use and trust.

fﬁ’ Windows Vista
Ultimate

Windows Vista Ultimate is the flagship edition of Windows Vista across consumer and

small business desktop PCs and mobile PCs. The primary user of Windows Vista Ultimate is
the individual, such as a small business owner, who has a single PC to use both abme

and at work. This edition includes all of the features available in Windows Vista Home
Premium and Windows Vista Enterprise.

Windows Vista Ultimate is the first operating system that combines the advanced infrastructure
of a businesgocused operatingystem, the productivity of a mobilifpcused operating system,
and the digital entertainment features of a consurafercused operating system. For users who
want their PC to be great for working at home, on the go, and at the office, Windows Vista
Ultimate is the necompromise operating system that provides it all.
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BUSINESS SKU

Ej' Windows Vista
Business

Windows Vista Business is the primary edition of Windows Vista for business desktop and
mobile PCs. This offering crosses the small business, misized business, and enterprise
segments. This edition includes all the features available in Windows Vista Home Basic
(with the exception of a small number of entertainment features), plus:

I Windows Aero user interface
1 Windows Tablet PC capability

1 Backup and Restore capability such as @nplete PC Backup and Automatic File
back up as well as Shadow Copy Backup

9 Core business features such as Domain Join, Group Policy support, and Encrypting
File System

1 Small busines8specific features such as Fax and Scan and Small Business
Resources

For small businesses, Windows Vista Business helps keep PCs running smoothly and securely,
with less reliance on dedicated IT support. For larger organizations, Windows Vista Business
provides dramatic new infrastructure improvements, enabling IT stafpend more time

adding strategic value to the business. Windows Vista Business also offers powerful new ways to
organize, find, and share information, while helping people stay better connected in the office
and on the road.

Business SKUs for Software Asurance Customers
Software Assurance customers receive the following benefits:

1 Upgrade rights for future versions of Windows

1 Rights to Windows Vista Enterprise or Windows Vista Ultimate
1 Rights to Windows fundamentals for legacy PCs
1

Purchase rights for the Desktop Optimization Pack
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e

To learn more
about the
Desktop
Optimization
Package,
please turn to

7.04: Desktop
Optimization
Package for
Software
Assuranceon
page 295.

5’3 Windows Vista

Enterprise

Windows Vista Enterprise is the premium edition of Windows Vista for business desktop
and mobile PCs. This offering is available only to customers who have their PCs covered by
a Microsoft Software Assurance agreement. In addion to including all of the features
available in Windows Vista Business, highlights of this edition include:

1 Windows BitLocker Drive Encryption

1 All worldwide interface languages

1 Licensing rights to four virtual operating systems
1 Subsystem for UNIXbased Applications (SUA)

Windows Vista Enterprise is designed for large enterprises and organizations with complex desktop
infrastructures. It helps reduce the cost and complexity of deploying and managing PCs, improves
reliability and security, and makes it éasto comply with information policies. Windows Vista
Enterprise also increases information worker productivity and enables mobile users to stay better
connected with customers, partners, and their business in the office or on the road.

Microsoft*

Desktop Optimization Pack
for Software Assurance

Microsoft Desktop Optimization Pack for Software Assurance is a dynamic desktop
solution available to Software Assurance customers, which reduces application
deployment costs, enables delivery of applications as services, and allows for better
management and control of enterprise desktop environments.

1 Advanced application virtualization
1 Advanced group policies

1 Advanced troubleshooting tools

1

Advanced asset management
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CONSUMER SKU FOR EMERGING MARKETS

E:! Windows Vista Starter

Windows Vista Starter is designed to empower families and entrylevel users in selected
emerging markets to take advantage of the social and educational benefits of personal
computer technology and the Internet. Highlights of this edition include:

1 Advances in security and reliability

1 Search and Organize innovations

1 Windows Vista Basic user interface

1 32-bit only operating system designed specifically for lower-cost computers

Windows Vista Starter helps families in emerging technology countries be more successful by
providing an affordable, easto-learn, and easyto-use computing experience. It is compatible
with the latest applications and desgs andoffers the reliability and securitf the Windows

Vista family of products.
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Summary

The following table summarizes the SKUs by customer segment:

sy Customer Segment

= W '
Ser ‘ For Small For Medium and

Consumers Businesses Large Businesses

w Windows Vista w Windows Vista w Windows Vista

Ultimate Ultimate Enterpgge

w Windows Vista w Windows Vista . Windows Vista
Home Prermium Business Business

T : 8 Des timization Pack
w Windows Vista DrSORR L Hicataty fac

Home Basic

For Emerging Markets "w Windows Vista Starter
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The following table summarizes the SKUs by sales channel:

14

dfferings by Channel

>, Wi\/lsta‘

Ultimate

w Windows Vista

Business

> Wmdows Vnm

> Prem m

U= Wmdowsvl ta

' B as

#———
OEM Pre-Installed PCs
& System Builder PCs

" Windows Vista

w Windows Vista
Busines:

> Wmdows Vista

Home Premium

™ Wmdows Vista

Ome Bask

Emerging Market Countries
in Addition to Mainstream
SKUs

"w. Windows Vista Starter
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w Windows Vista
Business
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Offerings

» Windows Vista
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15

The following table compares the Windows XP SKUs with the Windows Vista SKUs:

| 'Offermgs'

R B

Windows L \_/‘Vri‘qd'ows

¥ Fome Editon

Windows
F  Professiony 104 Ed

—_———_— - —

- étarterEdltton

Windows Vista
Offerings

—_—m——0m0

" Windows Vista w Windows Vista
umale

> Wmdows\fa 13 ™ Wndows Vistag

renmInm

™ Wlndows\/n -

Home Base

e —————

» Windows Vista Starter
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The following quick reference table compares the feature offerings of the different
editions of Windows Vista:

@omparing Offerings

T e e D | Home | Home | : -
\/ ? ‘ ‘
Wista Edition is lght for You? Basic | Premium| Business | Ultimate

Most securéWindows ever with Windows
Defender ana_ Windows Firewall

Quickly findiwhat you need with Instant Search
and Windowsintemet Explorer 7

Elegant Windows Aero desktop experience
with Windows Flip 3D navigation

Best choice for laptops with enhanced
Windows Mobility Center and Tablet PC support
Collaborate and share documents

with Windows Meeting Space

Experience photos and entertainment

in your living room with Windows Media Center
Enjoy Windows Media Center on TVs throughout
your home with Xbox 360 and other devices
Help protect against hardware failure

with advanced business backup features

Business Networking and Remote Desktop

for easier connectivity

Better protect your data against loss or theft

with Windows BitLocker Drive Encryption
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2.02 Windows Vista Editions Feature Table

Home Home
Basic Premium Business | Enterprise Ultimate

Key Features for All Users

Welcome Center Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
User Account Control Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Security Center Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Defender Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Firewall Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Internet Explorer 7 Protected Mode Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Internet Explorer 7 Fix My Settings Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Anti-phishing in Internet Explorer 7 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Anti-phishing in Windows Malil Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Update Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Service Hardening Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Performance selftuning and hardware Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
diagnostics

Windows Experience Index Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Next-generation TCP/IP stack Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
IPv6 and IPv4 support Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows ReadyDrive Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Display Driver Model (WDDM) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ad hoc backup and recovery of user files and Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
folders

Scheduled backup of user files Yes Yes Yes Yes
Backup of user files to a networked PC or device Yes Yes Yes Yes
Incremental backup Yes Yes Yes Yes
Automatic backup scheduling Yes Yes Yes Yes
Complete PC Backup and Restore (image based) Yes Yes Yes
Shadow Copy (estore previous versions of your Yes Yes Yes
documents)

Windows Vista Basic user interface Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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2.02 Windows Vista Editions Feature Table 18

Home Home
Basic Premium Business | Enterprise Ultimate

Windows Aero user experience (glass, dynamic
windows, and a smootherperforming desktop)

Instant Search Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
File tagging Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Stacking and Group By View. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Internet Explorer 7 with RSS feed support, tabbed Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

browsing, and integrated search

.NET Framework 3.0 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows CardSpace Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows SuperFetch Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows ReadyBoost Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
I/O prioritization Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Automatic hard disk defragmentation Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
64-bit processor support Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Maximum RAM supported with 32-bit system 4GB 4GB 4 GB 4GB 4GB
Maximum RAM supported with 64-bit system 8 GB 16 GB 128+ GB 128+ GB 128+ GB
Two processors (two processosockets) support Yes Yes Yes
Years of product support 5 5 10 10 5

Key Features for Home Users

Windows Mail Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Calendar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Sidebar Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Photo Galleryii for organizing, editing, Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

printing, and sharing photos and videos

Themed slide shows Yes Yes
Windows Media Player 11 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Native DVD playback Yes Yes
Windows Media Centei for music, photos, Yes Yes

videos, live and recorded TV, and online
entertainment

Windows Media Centerii for recording and Yes Yes
watching high-definition TV (U.S. and South Korea
only)
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2.02 Windows Vista Editions Feature Table 19

Home Home
Basic Premium Business | Enterprise Ultimate

Windows Media Centerii CableCard support (U.S.

only)
Support for Media Center Extenders, including Yes Yes
Xbox 360
Windows Movie Maker Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Movie Maker HD Yes Yes
Windows DVD Maker (Video DVD Authoring and Yes Yes
Burning)
Games Explorer Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Updated games Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
New premium games Yes Yes* Yes* Yes
Parental Controls Yes Yes Yes
Universal game controller support Yes Yes Yes* Yes* Yes
Speech Recognition Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Accessibility Settings and Ease of Access Center Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Key Features for Business Users
XPS Document support Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Small Business Resources Yes Yes* Yes
Windows Fax and Scan Yes Yes* Yes*
Network and Sharing Center Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Network Diagnostics and troubleshooting Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Improved wireless networking Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Wireless network provisioning Yes Yes Yes
Improved peer networking Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Improved VPN support Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Improved power management Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Simultaneous SMB peer network connections 5 10 10 10 10
Windows HotStart Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Mobility Center Partial Partial Yes Yes Yes
Sync Center Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Offline Folder support Yes Yes Yes
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Home Home
Basic Premium Business | Enterprise Ultimate

Windows Tablet PC with integrated pen/digital

ink input
Windows Tablet PC touchscreen support Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Tablet PC handwriting recognition Yes Yes Yes Yes
improvements
Windows Tablet PC usability and navigation Yes Yes Yes Yes
improvements
Windows SideShow Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows Meeting Space View only Yes Yes Yes Yes
Improved file and folder sharing Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ad hoc backup and recovery of user files and Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
folders
Scheduled backup of user files Yes Yes Yes Yes
Backup of user files to a network device Yes Yes Yes Yes
Key Features for IT Professionals
System imagedbased backup and recovery Yes Yes Yes
Encrypting File System Yes Yes Yes
Desktop deployment tools for managed networks Yes Yes Yes
Policy-based quality of service for networking Yes Yes Yes
Windows Rights Management Services (RMS) Yes Yes Yes
Client
Control over installation of device drivers Yes Yes Yes
Network Access Protection Client Agent Yes Yes Yes
Pluggable logon authentication architecture Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Windows BitLocker DriveEncryption Yes Yes
Support for simultaneous installation of multiple Yes Yes

user interface languages

All worldwide user interface languages Yes Yes
(36 languages total) available

Subsystem for UNIXbased applications Yes Yes
Application Compatibility features Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
File-based image format (WIM) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

* Feature is optional
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.t Computer setup
. ' Windows Vista significantly simplifies the process of setting up a new computer. Users are
asked to complete only the most essential tasks so they can get to their desktop as soon as

possible and begin enjoying their new computer. Users can quickly reviewtheir language
and country settings, and review and accept the Microsoft Windows and computer
manufacturer license terms. They then create a user account with their username and
password, and personalize their computer with a uniqgue computer name and deskbp
wallpaper. After selecting automatic updates for Windows to help keep their computer
up-to-date, and reviewing their date and time settings, uses can view optional offers from
the computer manufacturer and begin using their computer immediately .

Welcome Center

As people begin using a computer for the first time, they typically complete a set of tasks
to optimize the computer for their use. Such tasks include connecting to the Internet,
adding user accounts for different people, and transferring files and settings from another
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computer. Windows Vista includes
Welcome Center, a screerthat
presents all of these tasks in one easy
to-find place so userscan easily and
quickly set up their computer and do
so on their own schedule. Below the
tasks for Windowsis a pane where the
computer manufacturer can list tasks
and offers. Welcome Center
automatically appears when the
computer is used for the first time

and can optionally appear on future
starts as well.
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3.02 Windows Easy Transfer

One of the most challenging experiencesusers have afterpurchasing a new computer is
transferring their personal files, email, data files, media, and settings from their old
computer to the new machine. This process can be so complexime consuming, and
daunting that people frequently request help from friends or relatives, and some never
succeed in geting all their important data onto the new computer.

Windows Vista significantly simplifies this important process and makes transferring
personal data easy and intuitive for mainstream computer users.

Windows Easy Transfer is a wizarthat helps you transfer the data that is important to
you, including user accounts files and

| folders; program data files and
settings; email messages, settings, and
Waeicoma ts Windows Easy Transfes contacts; photos, music, and videos

T - Windows settings; and Internet
settings. Programs (applications) are
not transferred.

- W dr Fany Traate

You can easily transferyour entire

9 A user accountor all user accounts on
—— the computer, or you can make
ey gl s custom selections ofthe data and
o folders to transfer. Windows Easy
— Transfer provides a number of ways

for you to connect two computers to
transfer your data.

(.

— = 2

These include:

: A Easy TransferCable. This is a special USB cable that is designed to
work with Windows Vista and Windows Easy TransfefYou can
purchase this cable from seleceéd computer manufacturers and
retailers. You simply install a small piece of software onyour
Windows XP computer and then plug the cable into both computers.
Windows Easy Transfer launches automatically and guidegou through
the transfer process. This is the easiest and fastest method and is
recommendedifyoud on 6t h av e This soluteon isvsuppérted
on Windows XP- and Windows Vista-based computers.

1 Home or small business network. If you already have a wired or wireless network,
this is a great way to transfer allof your data.

1 Removable hard drive. If you own a removable hard drive, Windows Easy Transfer
can copy your data to that drive and then copy data from that drive to your new
computer.

T CDandDVD.Wi ndows Easy Transfer can use a
transfer user data. Ths is a great solution if you are moving only a small amount
of data that can fit onto one disc.
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With all of these options, Windows Easy Transfer provides an ideal transfer solution for every
type of user. A novice computer user who is looking to replace a Windows XPdbased
computer with a Windows Vistadbased computer can use a Easy TransfeCable and in a
couple of clicks transfer all of his personal data. A more advanced computer user who
purchases her third computer can connect it to her home network and then select the
specific folders, file types, and settings she wants to transfer.

Windows Easy Transfer enables users to transfer their data to Windowgistadbased
computers from computers running Windows XPor Windows Vista. Transferring data to
Windows Vista Starteris not supported, but existing users of Windows XP Starter Edition
can receive guidance on performing a manual transfer.

Windows Easy Transferi Key Features

Network transfer Users can securely transfer data acrosswired or wireless network.

Removable storage Data can be transferred and temporarily stored on a removable medium such as
a CD, DVD, external hard drive, or flash drive.

Support for Easy Transfer An Easy Transfer Cable can easily connect twoomputers for data transfer.

Cable Plugging in the cable launches the wizard and results in a streamlined
experience.

Windows Easy Transfer Windows Easy Transfer can transfer user data such as user accounts; files and

folders; program data file and settings; email messages, settings, and contacts;
photos, music, and videos; Windows settings; and Internet settings.
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Tabs

When you do advanced tasks with your PC, theperformance capabilities of your PC
hardwarefi the processor, memory, graphics card, andstoragefi can make a big
difference. But understanding these capabilities and how they interact can be challenging.

Windows Vista introduces Windows Experience Index (WEI) to help you understand
0 s papabilities amdto eage the task ofbuying new PCs, hardware

your

PC

and software.
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Windows Experiencelndex is a simple,

numeric system thatrates how well
your PCcan run the performance-
oriented features in Windows Vista,
such asthe new Windows Aero user
interface, multiple monitors, high-
definition TV, and personal video
recording. The numerical rating can
also help you match the right
software to run on your PC.

The Windows Experience Index rating

is determined during the installation
of Windows Vista. The rating is
computed by running a set of
capability testson five critical
hardware components:

Each test results in a capability scordvetween 1 and 5.9 for the component. Si nc e
performance is limited by the lowest performing component, the overall test result, or
O0base,s ¢ oP@itdetermined by the lowest of thefive scores.

The rating system is particularly useful for consumersvhen:

1 Buying a new PC: The WEI score of a PC can help you determine iit will be able
to perform well in its intended use and take advantage of all of the capabilities of

Windows Vista.

Upgrading a PC: The WEI scores can be usedto determine which PC component

would be the most beneficial to upgrade and what performance change you
might expect.

Buying software: Microsoft is working with software developers to include the
recommended Windows Experience Index score on software packages. When
buying new software, consumers will be able to use this score to determine if their

PC would be able to run the software well.

Retailersand PC, hardware and software manufacturerscan also use theWindows
Experience Indexto help customers shopping for PC hardware and software by:

f
f

Displaying the Windows Experience Index of PC and components they sell

a

Better inform customers about recommended system requirementsneeded to run
their software

Enabling customers b compare the performance rating of different products
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3.04 User Interface: Navigation and Ease of Use

The PC has revolutionized the way we work, learn, play, and communicate. Central to
helping people use their PC and manage their information is the user interface, which has
evolved dramatically over the last several decades, from a € prompt in MS -DOS toa
more user-friendly, functional, and sophisticated interface.

Windows Vista introduces a breakthrough user experience that is visually exciting ad
intuitively designed to positively change the w
Windows operating system that scales the user experience to the hardware capabilities of

your computer.

The innovative ways of working with information in Windows Vista help you feel confident
in your ability to view, find, and organize information, as well asmanage your computing
experience.

In particular, three attributes of the Windows Vista user experience stand out:

1 New productivity tools bring

clarity to the in formation on your

computer. They letyous ee what ds i n
files without having to open them,

find applications and files instantly,

navigate efficiently among open

windows, and traverse wizards and

dialog boxes with more confidence

and certainty.

1 Youcan enjoy a rock-solid visual
experience, free of flicker, redrawing,
hesitation, latency, and visual
artifacts.

1 Common window elements are refined so you can focus on content rather thanon
the computing interface, and visual elements are more informative, intuitive, and
helpful.

New user experiences, including the new Windows Aero

Windows Vista offers four levels of user experiencdi Basic,Windows Classic, Standard,
and Windows Aero.

The Basicuser experience in WindowsVista is the entry-level desktop experience, whichis

upgraded and streamlined compared to previous versions of Windows. This user experience

features a refined Start Menu that enables you to instantly find and start anything on your PC.

With the new, streamlined Explorers and supporting fedures such asintegrated desktop

search and Live | con sypurdataandwosknithritmoreeffectaedyi | y 0seed
The Basic user experience can be used on argdition of Windows Vista, including Starter, and

has no hardware requirements beyondthe core Windows Vista system requirements.

Windows Classicincludes all of the functionality in the Basic user experience, but with the
Windows 2000 look and feel. This experience is available on all product editions, including
Windows Vista Starter.
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The standard user experience in WindowsVista is the mid-range desktop experience, which
adds improved performance and reliability to the functionality of the Basic user experience.
On computers equipped with graphics hardware that supports the new Windows Driver
Display Model (WDDM), the advanced graphics technology in Windows Vista enables
smoother window handling, increased stability, and a glitch-free visual experience. Standard
will not run on Windows Vista Starterfi it is only available for Home Basic ediion customers
who purchase a PC that is capable of running the Windows Aero experience. Windows
Standard has the same performance and stability features as Windows Aero, but lacks all of
the more visual features in Aero, like Windows Flip and Flip 3D. Ths, it is not available on
Windows Vista Home Premium, Business, Enterprise, or Ultimate product editions.

Building on these advances,Windows Aero offers Microsoft Genuine Advantage
customers a premium user experience on PCs with graphics hardware that symrts
WDDM. A noticeable new element of the Aero experience is the professionallooking,
transparent glass design, with subtle effects such as dynamic reflections and smooth
animations. The glass windows create an open, energizing environment and enable yo to
better focus on your content rather than on the surrounding interface. Two exciting new
Aero features, Windows Flip and Flip 3D, let you confidently manage the windows on your
desktop, arranging them in a visually striking yet convenient way. Beyond he new
graphics and visual polish, the WindowsAero desktop experience performs as smoothly
and professionally as it looks, providing a simple and high-quality experience that both
delights and inspires users. Aero is available only on the Home Premium, Biiness,
Enterprise, and Ultimate editions of Windows Vista. (More information about the advances
in Windows Aero and user experience hardware requirements is included in theupcoming
section on Windows Aero.)

All Window Vista E §
User Experiences g 55 5

Windows Aero » Transparent Glass
"Premium visualsihighest level  * Taskbar Thumbnails !
of performance &ipolish” « Windaws Flip

» Windows

» Smooth window animations

Standard » DesktopComposition
“The Basic Ul with {smooth window re-draw)
increased performance” .« Increased Stability
* User Interface Scaling
{higher DPI suppart)

Basic » Redesigned Start Menu
“Updated, » Streamlined Explorers
streamlined™ - Live lcons N
* Preview/Reading Pane
« New Wizard/Dialogs

Each version includes the features of the lower version
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A more intuitive user experience

For all useas, Windows Vista is designed to provide easier access to the applications and
information you want. From the Start Menu to the files in your Explorers, you can more
easily access what you need and complete tasks more directly. The primary tools youse
to navigate and work in Windows Vista are all part of the Basic user interface (as well as
higher-level user interfaces) Theyinclude:

1 Start Menu. Streamlined to make browsing (looking for a specific application, file,
email, Control Panel applet, or Internet favorite) easier.

1 Explorers. A streamlined and consistent set of tools for finding, viewing, and
managing information and resources.

1 Dialog boxes and wizards. Redesigned to be clearer and more functional, and
easier for developers to customize to optimize the user experience

1 Programs Explorer and Control Panel. Programs Explorer (which replaces the
Add or Remove Programs control) and Control Panel use the Explorer interface to
help you more easily and quickly manage applications and PC settings.

Start Menu

“ 4 The Windows Vista Start Menu has been streamlined to
e S 208 help make two tasks faster and easier: looking for a specific
application, file, email, Control Panel applet, or Internet
favorite; and browsing through All Programs.

Ftutes

To find a specific application or file, you simply press the
Musc Windows key on the keyboard or open the Start Menu and
Garnen begin typing in the Instant Search field that is always
available. As you type, WindowsVista searches filenames,
metadata, and the full text of all files instantly, and it
displays the choices organized by type of asset, such as
applications, Internet files, application files, and email
messages.

Search
Facert Bems
Campute:
Netwaork

Connect To

For example, to find Microsoft Office Excel, you simply type
part of the application namefi such asExcefi in the Instant
Searchfield, and Windows Vista immediately displays a

Control Pane

Default Hragrem

Help and Sappont shortcut to Excel (assuming itods i
relevant links. WindowsVista auto-selects the most
appropriate choice as you type, S C

need to select the application from the list of results.

Windows Vista also lets you more quickly display a list of all applications installed on the
computer, browse to one, and launch it with a click. In addition to the new yet familiar -
looking tree - style navigation, you will notice the greater responsiveness of menus and
submenus compared to the delay of a few seconds that sometimes occurs in Windows<P
when many applications are installed. Submenus also take up less screen space, making it
easier to navigate to the application you want without having to traverse the desktop.
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™

To learn more
about Search
Folders,
Instant Search,
and the
Preview Pane,
please turn to
3.05: User
Interface:
Search and

Organization
on page 44.

Windows XP Start Menu Windows Vista StartMenu

New Windows Vista Explorers

In Windows, Explorers are the main tools used for finding, viewing, and managing

information and resourcesfi documents, photos, applications, devices, and Internet
content. By providing a consistent
visual and functional experience, the
new Windows Vista Exporers
empower you to manage your
information easily, quickly, and with
optimal flexibility and control. This
wasaccomplished by streamlining the
menus, toolbars, navigation,and task
and preview panes into a single
interface that is consistent across all
of Windows Vista.

Key elements of the WindowsVista
Explorers include:

1 Instant Search, which is always available and finds files instantly

1 Navigation Pane, which contains quick links to the places your documents,
pictures, photos, and Search Folders are stored

1 Command Bar, which displays tasks appropriate for thefiles being displayed
1 Live Icons, which display a thumbnail of the actual contents of each file

91 Details Pane, which provides rich information (metadata) about files, and lets you
easily add/edit metadata on those files

1 Preview Pane which allows userstolr owse a preview of a
applications that have this feature enabled

1 EnhancedAddress Bartitle bars, and borders
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